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From: "Grant Cameron" <presidentialufo@ presidency .com> 
To: jimmyb@mai l.uca .edu 
Cc: 
Subject: Archives Research 
Date: Wed, 24 Dec 2003 14 : 1544 -0500 

Jimmy 

Page 1 of 1 

I am a researcher here in Canada . I am planning a trip April 12 - April 16 to your archives to review the 
Harold Sherman Papers M87-8 . 

l would like to know: 

1) Are scanners allowed in the research room'J 

2) How many pages are in this collection'J 

3) If there is a finders guide, how much would it cost for me to get a copy? 

4) April 12 is Easter Monday. Are you open'J 

I hope you can be of assistance . 

Thanks 

Grant Cameron 

Sign-up for Ads Free at Mail.com 
http ://www.mail .com/?sr=signup 

© 2003 Mail.com. All rights reserved. 
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MOTION PICTURES AND THE MASS MIND 

An Addreas bJ' 

HAROLD SHERMAN 
Novelist and Playwright, 
Author of the Original 
Screen Dramas 
"ARE WE CIVILIZED?" 

(Thia talk given betore the 
Philadelphia Motion Picture Fol'Wll 
Monday afternoon, October 28, 19~) 

Madam Cbettmen, Members or the Motion Picture Forums 

I am glad that I have been able to accept the 
invita:hion to speak to you on my announcsd subject., "Motion 
Pi ctures and the Mass Mind". I am glad because I oelieve 
that the Motion Picture 1s fast becoming the greatest mass 
educat ional toree in the world today~ And, if this is so, 

'-, t hen such organizations a-s your · own can use'th-~eir influence 
toward bringing about better conditions in your own community. 
These better conditions can be stimulated through continued, 
planned improvement of the quality and character of Motion 
Pictures. 

Centuries ago, and even up to this present 
eentu.r,-, the peoples ot all nations were dependent tor their 
knowledge ot the outa1de world upon travelers and explorer• 
who brought back stories or their adventure• or e~er1enoe1 
1n otmr sections ot the country or foreign land,; Andtwhile 
the ·lfritten word, the l,,ooks and newapapera 1-. reachea tbe 
consciousness or millions - it remained tor the Motion Picture 
to conve7 most aim.ply, directly and graph1call7 to all type, 
of minda, · irrespective or language, a picturised representation 
of places, people and thinga. 

The more that we, as humans have learned ot 
the extent ot the earth and the peoples anA things upon it~ 
the more our own individual consciousness has expanded. 
Generations before WI were limited by a belief that the wol'ld 
wa a amall place and their achievements, aa a consequence, 
wer limited b)" this narrow perapeot1ve. 

It baa been said that "without vision the 
people perilh" and when 7ou learn to underatand the worldJlga 
et 7aur own mind, 7ou will realize bow unerringl.7 tl'\le tbla 
atatement ia. C1v1llaat1ona which have been unable to aee 
eoncll tS.ona clearly have gone down to ruin am oblivion. 'l'bt7 
haw been too oloae to their own mental p1otu.roa or greed, __ ~ate 
and tear to aee be7ond their restr1Qtt4. 411toJl&d Tiaion ana '. the 
dil aate~ which these wrong mental p1cture1 waa aura to bring. 



It has been 1D1 hobby tor Ieara to make a •tu47 of 
mental pbenomena •.• a study or human tr human nature, hllJMn 
conaoiouaness 1n operation. I have wan~ed to determine, U 
poasible, lib.ether there were certain detinite mental lawa 
behind ta, work1nga ot your mind and mine ••• wbetber '1181• 
nan tal laws could be oomprelwnded and whether an7 • man tllf 
-,man, once these laws were uncovered or reveale4; could 
begin to operate his or her mind 1n a manner to e.1.imina te 
rear and wor ry thoughts and to attraot, in their ateq.d; 
the happiness, health and success that we all deaire; 

And toda7 I can say to you that I have learned 
how your mind and mine really operatea. And 7ou can realise 
how closely associated thls subject 1a to Motion Picture• 
men I tell you that the mind or every human is the greatest 
motion picture camera end projection machine in existence~ 

You, whether you are aware of it y-et or not, are 
photographing or creating and recording thousanls ot 
mental motion pictures each c1a1 •.• motion pictures of yourself 
in action. Some of these mental pictures are good and some 
are bad but all of them are having tmir effect upon 7ou 
peysicahy. mentally and sp1r1tual.17. Your entire lU'e, 1n 
fact, is controlled by the nature of the mental pictures 
that you think~ 

I shall hope to prove this and other statements 
to you in the course of this talk. But , before I can discus• 
specifically "Motion Pictures and the Mass Mind", it ie 
fir st neoe,ssary that you understand just how your own m1n4 
operat.ea, so that you oan tully appreciate your relation to 
the minds · or others and the errect of motion pictures upon 
all minds. 

Despite your degree of education and self'-attained 
knowle~ , I doubt if veey many of you could tell me • 
just how you think, how your mind actuall7 tunotiona. You 
have taken your mind and its .operation for granted and balVe 
used it without having given any thought to its possible 
mechanics. M03t ot us lmow much more about the regulation and 
ccntrol of. our automobiles than we do ot our own minde and 
ye t 1 t is the sum total of our mental atti tudea which baa ' 
determined the nature of our past end is determ1n1ng our 
pre sent and future. 

Whether you 1 ve sensed it or not, you really Possess 
t\,o separate and distinct minds. There is your Conscious mind 
which deals with the world you live in. Then there is your 
inner or Subconscious mind which deals with the vaat

11
uncharted 

world within you?"self ••• a world that Science, with a 1ta 
knowledge , knows very little about~ 



Define the CONSCIOUS lllIBD - Reasoning, doubting, 
wom.ering, guessing, calculating and a,similating 
mind. Everything you center the attention ot 
your Oonacioua mind upon 1a recorded 1n the ton 
of a mental picture and paesed on to your inn~ mind• 
the Subeonacioua. Your Oonaoioua mind haa no creative pc,war. 

Your Suboonsc ioua mind 1s a reservoir f(nt all the 
thoughts am impression.a which originate 1n roar 
Conscious mind through its contact with the external 
world 1n whioh you live. It poaseeses creative power, 
apparently unlimited in extent. 

Necessity of right mental pictures since Subconscioua 
mind cant t guard against wrong ones because it haa 
no reascning power~ 

Illustration proving Conscious mind has no creative power. 

Importance of learning how to cU.rect and control this 
Creative power contained 1n your Subeonacioua mind. 

Formula for reaching and controlling your Subeonscioua mind. 

l. Relax your body. 
2. Free yo1..u- Conscious mind of all oonfi1ct1ng 

thoughts. 
3. w1 th your boey relaxed and your conac10U8 mind 

passive or at ease• fix your entire attention 
upon a mental picture of what you want to 
achieve; 

Everyone who has achieved anything worthwhile 1n Ute 
has consciously or unconaoioualy ra de use or this tormnla • 
this law of the Suboonsc1ous mind. 

But betore you can aueceastully operate this fol'mUla • 
you must leam how to perform each of the three ,tepl ... 
how to relax your peys1cal body how to make your Conso1oua 
mind passive ••• and how to visua!ize a mental picture 1n 
your mind's e7e of the thing you dea1re in Ute 1n auch a 
manner that your Subcon,oioua mind wUl set its oreat1ve 
power to work and bring 1 t to you. 

Tell HOW TO RELAX 

'fell HOW TO MAKE CONSOIOUB KIND PASSlV'E •• • VISUALIZE 
"MOTION PICTURE SORED" 

Tell HOW TO PROJECT MENTAL PXCTURE ON SOREllJ{ 

Thia aetbod enables you to hold ONE thought 1n your 
m.1nd and to keep eve1r7 other thought or mental picture out. 



Turn your thoughts inward and see - in your imagination -
a white motion picture aereen stretched across your inner tiel4 
of oonacioumeas. Imagine yourself 1n a motion picture theatre, 
perfectly relaxed and gazing at the motion picture aoreen betore 
any picture has been tbr01J11 upon it •.. only, this time, the 
motion picture aoreen ill 1n your mind's gye. Inwardly you now 
see or feel this white motion picture screen. It is tfu3re • waiting 
f'or you to throw whatever pie ture you want upon 1 t •.. just aa though • 
you yoursel!' are the motion picture projection machine. Add you will 
find, through practice, that you can hold thi s screen blank tor ao 
long as you de sire •.• you have been holding 1 t blaak as I have been 
talking. But now you are going to throw a picture on this screen 
in lhich you see · yourself doing or being or having something that you. 
very much desire. 

See this mental motion pictu~e or yourself as though 
what you a.re doing or being or having has already happenedf And 
once you h.a.ve clearly seen or felt this picture - forget about it. 
Let the curtain fall on your motion picture screen. It is like closing 
the shutter of a camera •.• leaving the picture already impressed upon 
the f'ilm. Don• t worry a.bout this picture being develope d. Your 
Subconscious mind will attend to that. Developing your mental picture• 
i nto realities is its job. 

Once you realize the power behind the mental pictures 
you pass on to your Subcons cious mind, you will want to eliminate 
the wrong mental pictures •.. the fears and worries that have alreadT 
gained. a strong hold upon you. The way to do this is to recal.l these 
unpleasant mental p.1&.tures to mind and r eU.ve the exper1encea you have 
had in your mind's eye ••• replacing these mental pictures with new 
nenta1 pictures in Which you see yourself doing what you lmow 7011 
should have done. In this manner you can pr epare youraelf to react 
differently the next time y-ou .have a similar experience. gain1ng • 
more and more control ofer yourself and the circumstances about you. 

In one talk of this character it has only been possible 
for ma to give you the fundamentals or !he operation or your own 
Mind •.• but now that you know how infallible and how mathematical 
the operation of mind really 1e, you can nppreciate the tremendowa 
influence that motion pictures are having u,pon the minds of the . 
mes population. 

Sinee we do not think in words ••• but actually in pictures, 
m1ch re have to put into words_ in order to convey these though.ta 
or roontal picture s to other people ••• it is obvious tbe impression tbat 
f!P od. and bad motion picture a is making upon all Who aee thell. OUX-
minda are photographing the eustome and manner, and experiencea ot 
other people ••• our emot1ons are etirred and we are taking hold ot 
c rta111 action.e which are portrqed e.nd which appeal to ua. 

Through the motion picture, we oan gain a knowledge 
ot even the remotest parta ot the world without the neceas11rf tC' 
travel . The news reel toda7 is rendering 1ta aerrtce 1n·br1ngtns the 
peoples of ell nations togetb3r 1n closer lmderatanding. An hour spent 
at the Embassy theatre in ltew York where onl7 news reels are lhowa~1 
make ono teal as thowdl be or sbe bad been in touch with all importan\ 
world am national evente. 



Public opinion 1a be1ns moulded by motion picture•• •• 
their 1nf'lu~~e 1• much more subtle and tar-reaching than bnmenl 
y et realize. Ind because or tho1r relation to human consoiouane11 ... 
becau.se an thinks 1n terma or picture•~ •• because be 11 compelled 
to mentally picture everythine he deaire • be tore 1 t can come to 
pasa 1n his lU'e •.• it can readily be aeen that Kot1on Picture•• 
lifted to a higher plane of qus.11 ty and charaoter oan be one or 
the greatest torcea ror elevating the oonsciouanees of the people• 
of the world ••• ror inspiring new national and internRtional at~itudAa ... 
for bringing about a highor developrent or too 1nd1V1dual aelt. 

There 18 11 ttle doubt but that · gangster pictures and 
pictures mnj or 1ng 1n cr1m3 or sensuality~ plant var, strong 
pictures 1n weak minded people and prove or suoh strong suggeatib1lit7 
that they are encouraged t,o practice YTbat has be en pictured. 

Convereel7, every picture or a oonstruct1ve nature# 
helps fortify each human am to bring out the finest qualltiea. 

That is why when an indepd:Bdmt producing compaey the 
Re.spin Productions, offered me the opportunity to submit a s{OJ'J', 
I welconed the cli..ance to pioneer 1n what I believe to be a new 
field •.• the fictlonizing or fact on the soreen •.• and! under the 
guise of dra.mutic entertainment , presenting informat on it is vitall7 
ncessary for the peoples of the world to lmow. • 

Today , the world is so complicated and eo highly 
arcanized , that demoralizing t 1'.ings con occur almost over night 
am I strongly feel that one or the great runct1ona or the liot1on 
Picture of the future will be 1ta ability to acquaint the pubUc 
wi ttl. cer tain worl.d or nati ona1 condi t1ona 1n such a manner as to 
cau e widespread sentiment to be aroused.. Then, when the eonditi~ 
becomes too oppreeive. this developed public aent1ment, made manif'eat: 
at the polla or through our eomnnmity or national o;,go.nizationa, oan 
wipe it out. • 

Mo , w1 thou.t any such developed program or policy, 
we Americ ana are the J>r6Y' f'or foreign propaganda 1n t~ form ot 
motion picture and newspaper and magazine articles ••• and are doing 
ve17 11 tt l e to rec t this situation. 

Pe:··haps pictures 111~e, "Are He Civilized?•" 'flhich should 
have been played on a road show basis and been spared the e;i-1D1 
house•• should be booked by a non-threatical e1reu1t, bac~d b7 
leaders or different civic organizations 1n each community;; •• it 
being understood b7 the populace that these p1oturea comb_ lne . 
entertainrnent TJith powerful educational meaaagee. Thette 1a a 4emaa4 
tor this · sort or picture as was proved In Pasadena Oal1torn1a, 
recently, wmn six thousand persons packed tbenc1v!c Aud1tor1a •4 
stood up and cheered. following the showing ot Are we OiV111Jle4T~ 

TELL Sl'ORY OF tt ARE WE CIVILIZED? 11 

Cbaraetera 
Paul Franklin, Sr •••• William Farnum oaneral Pel ix · B<!!rm.,. er 
1forna Boemer.••.••• .Anita Louiae_ Paul Franklin, .,,;-

Dr. Leonnr d Oear •••• 001. Joaep~ 8altor ••• Bold1er1, eto. 



Thia ator,y demon1trate1 how a aubjeot of world 1ntereat 
and importanh •• cenaorah1p ••• can be treated dramatioall7. and at · · 
the tim get aoross a mess.age '° .that humane 11:111 W •t1rre4 
to do something abO\lt. a .cond1t1pn _oi- be on guard again1t it; 

Bu.oh a storiy- alao caueea humans t,o ask questions abCAtt 
themselvea, 'their own .atti~es .t .o.ward othera .. . am to strive to 
better their outlook upon life. 

And ao I aimpl7 leaTe TOU women. ,f!th this new backgpound ••• 
this new parapeotive .with wbJ.eh to. jlldge _t~ Motion J?1cturea. • .and 
a new goal toward whieh to 1,1111 a1a in llelping t~ ;rod.ucwa ot 
motion picture, 'to euppl7 a. type or tn,ea ot picture• more and 
more eonduc1 ve to the uPlift ot Xan..ld.nd. ua.M by this l do not mean 
that we mu.st introduce an era or eer1oua pieturea ••• ~7 fine meaaaae• 
can be gotten aoross in a humorous vein ••• but an u.nda- atanding ot 
hur.ianit7 ••• or ;human consciousness 1• neceasar7 11' we would know 1n • 
advance what effect oerto.in pictures are to ha-ve upon the Jlas1!1 JU.ndt 

I t .hank you tor the tine attention you. have shown me 
and for tre privilege or apeaking to you.. 

·,. 


